AWAITING   THE   APPOINTED   HOUR         51

Reparations Commission worked out a new scheme of
payments which, on May 5th, was presented to Ger-
many in the form of an ultimatum. The Fehrenbach-
Simons Government resigned and left the decision to a
new Cabinet.

In this heavy hour, when it was a question of assum-
ing responsibility for an unpopular policy forced upon
the country from without, Gustav Stresemann ex-
pressed himself as willing to form a Cabinet. He
merely made the commitment of his party, and the
industrial interests that stood behind him, conditional
on a clear understanding regarding certain matters
affecting international relations. He accordingly pre-
sented himself one day at the British Embassy and
formulated four questions, with a precision that much
astonished the English officials, in order to assure
himself what alleviations might be expected, if he
accepted the ultimatum.

1.  In the event of the acceptance of the ultimatum,
would Article 17, that laid Germany open to arbitrary
demands for raw material and manufactured goods, be
reasonably modified ?

2.  Would the 50 per cent, export duty be main-
tained?

3.  Would the occupation of Diisseldorf, Duisburg,
and the Rhine customs frontier be cancelled ?

4.  Would  the  industrial  area  of Upper  Silesia
remain in German hands ?

In the Ambassador's absence, the Charge d'Affaires
referred Stresemann* s questions to the Foreign Office.
But it was Lord d'Abernon himself who conveyed the
answers to Stresemann. They were unexpectedly
favourable; unfortunately they came twenty-four